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For Freedom and Nationality!

¥, C, MERCEN, Editor,

WEDNESDAY MORNING, MAY 14,15862%

FThe Amerionn =« Hemeody,

The Amerlean citizen hins o mode of
redress for political grievances un-
known to any other people in (hs world.
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What infinite wadness then for
any citizef who enjoys the blegsed priv-
ilege of the ballot-box, to cast it
the trial of the sword!
When we look at the beautiful, yes, the
fublime organization devised for us by
Washington, Hamilton, J efferson, Adntus,
Madison and Franklin, and then leok at
the ragged revolt of the starved Confed-
eracy of the South, resorting to all the
horrora and Juncertainties (at the best,
but not in this instance) of a revolution
of force, we are filled with amazament,
and almost dream that we are in some
land of monsters filled with hydeas,
and gorgons, pythons and griffons aud
chimerap vomiting fire and breathing
smoke. Ouor form of government was de-
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crnment and the hionor of the soldier
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The course of the Federal Governwent
hithertc hag been distinguished for leni-
tyv and humanity
has frequently proved himsell lo possess
a beavt af the kindlieat feelings. We,
thievefore, feel froo 1o say that whatever
clemency the safely of the Gevernmaont

and President Liucaln

and the general good will allow to be
extended will aasuredly be shown. The
groat obstacle in the way of a relensc is
tho potfidy, and brutality of (he rebels
towards our prisonere and especially fo-

wards (he Union martyrs of the South
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A delegate to the Unjon conyention in-
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forms us that a friend of his in 1
county had rogeived a letfer from a very
intélligent young man now in the rebel
army, in which he entreats hig friends in
the most pathetic manner to devige gome
way to gel him out of his present horri-
le paysa:

cuntrive a plan by

ble position.

iFor Qod's sake
which | may get out of the army honor-
ably and return home. 1 have tried ge-
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{he Confederate army, she bursted inte
{tears, and falling on her knees prayed
Giod to bless the Union comvention. She
told the delegate that if her son would
only leave the rebel army ghe would go
heartily for the Union. And there
are multitudes of such cases in Tennes-
gee. yoo, and all over the South. May
kind Heaven graciously blegs these al-
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graphic dispatch just received by Gover-
mor Johnson, announcing the taking of
Norfolk, Portsmouth and the Navy
Yard, aud the destruction of three rebel
‘Gunboats by the Union Army, together
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In consequence of some serious mis.
{ prinis in the resolntions a5 we gave fiiem
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correct COpy—

‘ Wineneas, it i manifest to the most
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| tion of of life, liberty and property, un-

dar the institution of the United States,
and the laws passed in acoordance there-
| with, and all of their material and lmii-
tical Interests wore wals hinlly and care-
l"l”} guarded hv lnws, ]1|1n’|(]|1. od
Southorn  men- hr‘]n wehinlions of our
calections—identid l'lllllll““'lllvn th all
the interests of our people—which laws
were tecided to be U m'-IiI'IHNII.iI by the
Supreme Uonrd of the United States—{l
constitutional tribunal
GUuestions—

And Wnew A=
| conslitationally of =«
United States—who received no support
in the ate o! Tenpessee—and the effort
of that President to maintain the integ-
rity of the Union, and enforeo
againgt nrmed registanoc—our people,
common with the people of other States,
were precipitnted into & Revolution—ve-
sorting (o the arbitrament of arms for
the settlemont of our politieal differences,
ingtoad of i!v‘.‘ |H';if'l‘ﬂillf' J'rnll'(lll‘:-i !:ij-
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dufy of every citizen 8o 1o act ag to free
ourselves from the gonsequences of inter-
nicene war and to return to the Govern-
ment which is willing and able to pro-
lect us;

Thevefore, be il resolved by a portion
of the people of Tenncgsee in convention
nssembled :

tst. That the social, political, and
material intercsts of the people of Ten-
nesgee, and the safely and wellare of our
frionds and relatives now in the Confed-
erate army, imperiously demand the ves-
toration of the State to her former rela-
tions with the ederal Union.

2d. That all good citizens who concur
with us in this opinion are earnesily in-
vited to co-operate in the mceomplish-
ment of this object, so vital 1o our future
peace and happiness,

That the Chairman of this moeeting
appoint a committes of three, to fake
inte consideration the condition of the
prisoners of war from Pennesspe, now
beld in custody by the Government, and
endeavor to obtain their release and re-
tarn to their allogiance, upon terms alike
compatible with the imerests of the Gov-
ernment and the honor of the soldier,

That the forbearance, moderation
and gentlemanly deportment of the offi-
cers and soldiers of the Federal army,
gince their oceupation of Tennessee, chal-

]}

9
nao

Wa | Leen haard ¢

lenge onr highest admiration.
. That this meeling most cordially
[[approve of the Address made to the peo-
iple of Tennessee by His Excelleney,
HGavernor Aodrew Johnson, dated March
15, 1862, and the policy of his adminis-
tration since that fime,
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